SAMPLE RADIO PROCEDURE FOR TOWER CONTROLLED AIRPORT (EXAMPLE IS FOR FULTON COUNTY)

APPROXIMATELY OVER THE WEST EDGE OF DOUGLASVILLE OBTAIN THE ATIS INFORMATION* ON FREQ 120.175

OVER THE EAST EDGE OF DOUGLASVILLE MAKE INITIAL RADIO CALL ON 118.5.

“COUNTY TOWER ALARUS 613AM” WAIT FOR RESPONSE.

THEY WILL SAY, “613AM COUNTY TOWER”

YOUR RESPONSE “COUNTY TOWER 613AM IS OVER DOUGLASVILLE AT 3000 FEET INBOUND WITH DELTA” (OR WHAT EVER THE CURRENT INFORMATION IS AT THAT TIME)

THEY WILL PROBABLY TELL YOU TO “IDENT”. THIS MEANS PRESS THE IDENT FEATURE ON THE TRANSPONDER ONCE, IT HI-LIGHTS YOU ON THEIR RADAR. THEY WILL THEN SAY, “IDENT OBSERVED.

THEN FOLLOW THEIR INSTRUCTIONS TO THE AIRPORT. BE ALERT FOR YOUR CALL SIGN SO THE CONTROLLERS DO NOT HAVE TO REPEAT THE INSTRUCTIONS.

DEPARTURE FROM THE AIRPORT

AFTER STARTUP OBTAIN THE CURRENT ATIS, CALL GROUND ON 121.7 

“COUNTY GROUND ALARUS 613AM TAXI WITH DELTA FROM HILL RAMP, WEST DEPARTURE.

THEY WILL SAY “613AM TAXI TO RUNWAY 8” (OR WHICHEVER RUNWAY THEY ARE USING). TAXI TO THE RUNWAY AND AFTER THE RUNUP CALL TOWER ON 118.5 

 “COUNTY TOWER 613AM IS READY FOR TAKEOFF ON RUNWAY 8” OR WHICHEVER ONE YOU ARE ON. 

ALWAYS REPEAT THE INSTRUCTIONS!!!

CLEARED FOR TAKEOFF, HOLD SHORT OR POSITION AND HOLD.

*ATIS IS THE EQUIVALENT OF OUR AWOS, IT HAS MORE INFORMATION USUALLY FOR IFR FLIGHTS AND ALSO HAS A LETTER ASSIGNED TO THE CURRENT INFORMATION TO LET CONTROLLERS KNOW YOU HAVE THE MOST CURRENT INFORMATION i.e. DELTA, FOX, TANGO.

IT IS HELPFUL THE FIRST FEW TIMES YOU GO TO A TOWER CONTROLLED AIRPORT TO USE THE PHRASE “STUDENT PILOT” IT LETS THE CONTROLLERS KNOW YOUR ARE A STUDENT AND THEY WILL WORK WITH YOU. IF YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE INSTRUCTIONS, LET THE CONTROLLER KNOW, AND THEY WILL REPHRASE.
